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Strategic li^ia^oi^ for a Rela ti onship of Friendship 

and Coo jtei^tte^ United States of America and the 

Republic of Iraq 

Preamble 

Tie United States of America mi tie Republic of Iraq: 

1 AflBrmnxg the gsm*te countries to establish a long- 

term reMie&sMp of c^g^^ iriehdship, based on the principle of 
equality in sovereignty and the rights and principles that are enshrined in 
the United IMons fta^ and their common interests; 

2. Recognizing the m^jor and positive developments in Iraq that have taken 

place subsequent to April 9, 20Q3;; people in 

establishing a democratic^ government under a new 
constitution; and welec*m later than December 31, 2008, the 
termination of the Chapter VII authorization for and mandate of the 
multinational --fiwces SBtig^lPft 1790; noting that the situation in Iraq is 
fiandamen^ly dffier^ existed when fee UN Security 

Council adopted ResoMon 661 in 1990, and in particular that the threat 
to Mernational peace a$4 security posed by the Government of Iraq no 
longer exists; aid aita#ig in that regard that Iraq should return by 
December 31, 2008 t$ tie legal and international standing that it enjoyed 
prior to the issuance ^ UNSCR 661; 

3 . Consistent with the Declaration of Principles for a Long-Term 

Relati onship of Cooperation and Friendship Between the Republic of 
Iraq and the United States of America, which was signed on November 
26, 2007; 

4. Recognizing both countries 5 desire to establish a long-term relationship, 

the need to support the success of the political process, reinforce 
national reconciliation within the framework of a unified and federal 
Iraq, and to build a diversified and advanced economy that ensures the 
integration of Iraq into the international community; and 

5. Reaffirming that such a long-term relationship in economic, diplomatic, 

cultural and security fields will contribute to the strengthening and 
development of democracy in Iraq, as well as ensuring that Iraq will 
assume Ml responsibility for its security, the safety of its people, and 
maintaining peace within Iraq and among the countries of the region. 

Have agreed to the following: 
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Section I: Principles of Cooperation 

This Agreement is based on a number of general principles to establish the course of 
the fiiture reMonship betwen the ftvo countries as follows: 

L A relationship of fii^sMp Md cooperation is based on mutual respect; 
recognized principles and moms of international law and fiilfiUment of 
international bbEgatidns; & pinc^ple of non^nterforo in internal affairs; 
and rejection of the use of violence to settle disputes. 

2. A strong Iraq capable of ^IMefense is essential for achieving stability in the 
region. 

3. The temporary presence of US. forces in Iraq is at the request and invitation 
of the sovereign Government of Iraq and with Ml respect for the sovereignty 
of Iraq. 

4. The United States shall not use Iraqi land, sea, and air as a launching or transit 
point for attacks against other countries; nor seek or request permanent b^es 
or a permanent military presence in Iraq, 

Section II: Political and Diplomatic Cooperation 

The Parties share a common understanding that their mutual efforts and cooperation 
on political and diplomatic issues shall improve and strengthen security and stability 
in Iraq and the region. In this regard, the United States shall ensure maximum efforts 
to work with and through the democratically elected Government of Iraq to: 

■ 

1. Support and strengthen Iraq's democracy and its democratic institutions as 

defined and established in the Iraqi ConstitutioB, and in so doing, enhance 
Iraq's capability to protect these i^ and 
external threats. 

2. Support and enhance Iraq's status in regional and international 

organizations and institutions so that it may play a positive and 
constructive role in the international community, 

3. Support the Government of Iraq in establishing positive relations with the 

states of the region, including on issues consequent to the actions of the 
former regime that continue to harm Iraq, based on mutual respect and the 
principles of noninterference and posits among states, and the 

peaceful resolution of disputes, without the use of force or violence, in a 
maimer that enhances the security and stability of the region and the 
prosperity of its peoples. 
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measures taken imim^t to the U.S. Emergency Protection for Iraqi 
Cultural Antiquities Act of 2004. 



Section V: Economic and Energy Cooperation 

Building a prosperous* (Eversified; growing economy in Iraq, integrated in the global 
economic system, capable of Iraqi people, as 

well as wek*>mi^ will 
require unprecedented capital investment in reconstruction, the development of Iraq's 
extraordinary natural and human r^spiarces, and the integration of Iraq into the 
intern^onal economy and its institutions. To that end the Parties agree to cooperate to: 

1 r Support Iraq's efforts to iiivest its resources towards economic development, 

sustainable development and mvestment m improve the basic 

services for the Iraqi people. 

2. Maintain active bilateral dialogue on measures to increase Iraq's development, 
including through the Dialogue on Economic Cooperation (DEC) and, upon 
entry into force, the Trade and Investment Framework Agreement. 

3 . Promote expansion of bilateral trade through the U.S .-Iraq Business Dialogue , 
as well as bilateral exchanges, such as trade promotion activities and access to 
Export-Import Bank programs. 

4. Support Iraq's further integration into regional and international financial and 
economic communities and institutions, including membership in the World 
Trade Organization and through continued Normal Trade Relations with the 
United States. 

5; Reinforce international efforts to develop the Iraqi economy and Iraqi efforts 
to reconstruct, rehabilitate, and maintain its economic infrastructure, including 
continuing cooperation with the Overseas Private Investment Corporation. 

6. Urge all parties to abide by commitments made under the International 
Compact with Iraq with the goal of rehabilitating Iraq's economic institutions 
and increasing economic growth tto implementation of reforms that 
lay the foundation for private sector development and job creation. 

7. Facilitate the flow of direct investment into Iraq to contribute to the 
reconstruction and development of its economy . 

8. Promote Iraq's development of the Iraqi electricity, oil, and gas sector, 
including fee rehabilitation of vital facilities and institutions and strengthening 
and rehabilitating Iraqi capabilities. 

9. Work with the international community to help locate and reclaim illegally 
exported funds and properties of Saddam Hussein' s family and key members 
of his regime, as well as its smuggled archeological artifacts and cultural 
heritage before and after April 9, 2003. 
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5 . Encourage Iraqi efforts tf^ffiengttieii mechanisms for protecting, preserving, 
improv^ and encduragfaig regional 

and international enviroinnental cooperation. 



Section VII: Information Teeliii©!^ 

ComimHtications are the Mfeblood tit economic growth in the twenty-first century, as 
well as the foundation for tise enhpcement of detnocracy and civil society. In order 
to imp^ve acc^s to ^ and state 

of the art communications Iraq, the Parties agree to cooperate to: 

1 . Support the exchange of inf ortnation and best practices in the fields of 
relating te services and the development of information 
technology policies. 

2. Exchaige views and practices relating to liberalizing information technologies 
smd telcwnarro and the strengthening of an 
independent regulator. 

3 . Promote active Iraqi participation in the meetings and initiatives of the 
Internet Governance Forum, including its next global meetings. 
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Section IX: Joint Committees 

L The Parties shall establish a Higter Coordinating Committee (HCC) to monitor the 
overall Jtaplementation of the Agreement and develop the agreed upon objectives. 
The committee shall meet periodically and may include representatives from relevant 
departments and ministries. 
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2. The Parties shall seek to est&bish addition^ Joint Coordination Committees 
(JCCs), as necessary, responsible for executing and overseeing this Agreement The 
JCCs will tepott to the HCC and are to: 

a. Monitor impleni^ntaticii consult regularly to promote the most effective 
implementation of this Agreement and to assist in dispute resolution as 



b. Propose new cooperatiw |^e^ and carry out discus sions and 
negotiations as neeessaiy to reach an agreement about details of such 

cooperation; and 

c. Include other governmental departments and ministries for broader 
cwrdination ftotri time to ime, with meetings in Iraq and the United States, as 
appropriate. 

3 . Disputes that may arise under this Agreement, if not resolved within the relevant 
ICQ a&d not amei^ settled through 

diplomatic channels. 

Section X: Implementing Agreements and Arrangements 

The Parties may enter into further agreements or arrangements as necessary and 
appropriate to implement this Agreement 

Section XI: Final Provisions 

1 . This Agreement shall enter into force on January 1, 2009, following an 
exchange of diplomatic notes confirming that the actions by the Parties 
necessary to bring the Agreement into force in accordance with the respective 
constitutional procedures in effect in both countries have been completed. 

2. This Agreement shall remain in force unless either Party provides written 
notice to the other of its intent to terminate this Agreement. The termination 
shall be effective one year after the date of such notification, 

3 This Agreement may be amended with the mutual written agreement of the 
Parties and in accordance with the constitutional procedures in effect in both 
countries. 

4, All cooperation under this Agreement shall be subject to the laws and 
regulations of both countries. 
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Signed in duplicate in Baghdad on this 17 d^ of >k>vember, 2008, 
the English and Arabic language, each text being equally authentic. 
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